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1  This update was developed and written by Steve Suitts, Vice President of the Southern Education Foundation (SEF) with the assistance of  
Pamela Barba, SEF Graphic Designer, and Katherine Dunn, SEF Program Director.  It follows two SEF reports, A New Majority: Low Income 
Students in the South’s Public Schools (2007) and Update -A New Majority: Low Income Students in the South and Nation (2013). Students are 
eligible for free meals at public schools if they live in households where the income is no more than 135 percent of the poverty threshold.  
They are eligible for reduced-price lunches if their household income is no more than 185 percent. In 2013, for example, a student in a  
household with a single parent with an annual income of less than $19,669 was eligible for a free lunch or less than $27,991 for a reduced-price 
meal in a public school.
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21 STATES WITH A MAJORITY OF LOW INCOME STUDENTS: 2013

 
MISSISSIPPI 71%  ALABAMA 58%
NEW MEXICO 68%  CALIFORNIA 55%
LOUISIANA 65%  KENTUCKY 55%
ARKANSAS 61%  NORTH CAROLINA 53%
OKLAHOMA 61%  WEST VIRGINIA 52%
TEXAS 60%  DELAWARE 51%
GEORGIA 60%  NEVADA 51%
UTAH 59%  ARIZONA 51%

FLORIDA 59%  HAWAII 51%
SOUTH CAROLINA 58%  ILLINOIS 50%

TENNESSEE 58%    
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Implications of the Findings 
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Appendix 1
STATE RANKINGS BY PERCENTAGE OF LOW INCOME  

STUDENTS IN PUBLIC SCHOOLS: 2013
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Appendix 2 
PERCENTAGE OF LOW INCOME STUDENTS BY REGION AND BY STATE: 2013
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